
Sec. 742.63. The board of t rus tees  of t h e  police and  fire- 
men's disability and pension fund shall  adopt  rules for t h e  man-  
agement of t h e  firemen and policemen's dea th  benefit fund and  
for disbursements of benefits a s  s e t  for th  in  th i s  section. 

(A) As used in  th i s  section: 
(1) "Member" means  a member of t h e  police and firemen's 

disability and pension fund o r  t h e  s t a t e  highway patrol  ret ire-  
ment  system, o r  a member of t h e  public employees re t i rement  
system who at t h e  t ime of his dea th  w a s  a county sheriff o r  dep- 
u t y  sheriff, a full-time regular police officer o r  f ireman i n  a 
municipal corporation o r  township, A FULL-TIME PARK DIS- 
TRICT RANGER OR PATROLMAN, A FULL-TIME LAW , 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER O F  T H E  DEPARTMENT O F  
NATURAL RESOURCES, A FULL-TIME LAW ENFORCE- 
MENT OFFICER O F  PARKS, WATERWAY LANDS, OR RES- 
ERVOIR LANDS UNDER THE CONTROL O F  A MUNICIPAL 
CORPORATION, A FULL-TIME LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI-  1 

CER O F  A CONSERVANCY DISTRICTl a correction officer at 1 
a n  institution under  t h e  control of A COUNTY, GROUP O F  
COUNTIES, MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, OR t h e  depar tment  
of rehabilitation and  correction, ep a s t a t e  universi ty law 
enforcement officer, OR A MEMBER O F  A RETIREMENT 
SYSTEM OPERATED BY A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 
WHO AT T H E  TIME O F  H I S  DEATH WAS A FULL-TIME 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF PARKS, WATERWAY 
LANDS, OR RESERVOIR LANDS UNDER T H E  CONTROL 
O F  T H E  MUNICIPAL CORPORATION. 

(2) "Fire o r  police depar tment"  includes t h e  s t a t e  highway 
patrol, a county she r i f f s  office, t h e  securi ty force of a n  inst i tu-  
t ion under  t h e  control of t h e  depar tment  of rehabilitation and  
correction, T H E  SECURITY FORCE O F  A J A I L  OR WORK- 
HOUSE UNDER T H E  CONTROL O F  A COUNTY, GROUP O F  
COUNTIES, OR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, T H E  SECU- 
RITY FORCE O F  A METROPOLITAN, COUNTY, OR TOWN- 
S H I P  PARK DISTRICT, T H E  SECURITY FORCE O F  LANDS 
UNDERTHECONTROLOFTHEDEPARTMENTOFNATU- 
RAL RESOURCES, T H E  SECURITY FORCE O F  PARKS, 
WATERWAY LANDS, OR RESERVOIR LANDS UNDER T H E  
CONTROL O F  A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, T H E  SECU- 
RITY FORCE O F  A CONSERVANCY DISTRICT, t h e  f ire o r  
police depar tment  of a township o r  municipal corforation, and  
t h e  police force of a s t a t e  university. 

(3) "Fireman o r  policeman" includes a s t a t e  highway 
patrolman, a county sheriff o r  deputy  sheriff, a correction offi- 
ce r  at a n  inst i tut ion u n d e r  t h e  control of A COUNTY, GROUP 
O F  COUNTIES, MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, OR t h e  depart-  
men t  of rehabilitation and  correction, a f i reman o r  policeman 
employed by a township o r  municipal corporation fire o r  police 
depar tment ,  A FULL-TIME PARK DISTRICT RANGER OR 
PATROLMAN, A FULL-TIME LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI-  
CER O F  T H E  DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, A 
FULL-TIME LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER O F  PARKS, 
WATERWAY LANDS, OR RESERVOIR LANDS UNDER T H E  
CONTROL O F  A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, A FULL- 
T I M E  LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER O F  A CONSER- 
VANCY DISTRICT, and  a s t a te  universi ty law enforcement 
officer. 

(4) "Correction officer" includes, in addition to  a n y  correc- 
t ion officer, a n y  correction corporal, sergeant ,  l ieutenant,  o r  
captain,AND T H E  EQUIVALENTS O F  ALL SUCH PERSONS. 

(5) "A PARK DISTRICT RANGER OR PATROLMAN" 
MEANS A PEACE OFFICER COMMISSIONED TO MAKE 
ARRESTS, EXECUTE WARRANTS, AND PRESERVE T H E  
PEACE UPON LANDS UNDER T H E  CONTROL O F  A BOARD 
O F  PARK COMMISSIONERS O F  A METROPOLITAN, 
COUNTY, OR TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT. 

(6) "METROPOLITAN, COUNTY, OR TOWNSHIP PARK 
DISTRICT" MEANS A PARK DISTRICT CREATED UNDER 
T H E  AUTHORITY O F  CHAPTER 511. OR 1545. O F  THE 
REVISED CODE. 



(7) "CONSERVANCY DISTRICT" MEANS A CONSER- 
VANCY DISTRICT CREATED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF 
CHAPTER 6101. O F  THE REVISED CODE. 

(8) "LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER" MEANS AN 
OFFICER COMMISSIONED TO MAKE ARRESTS, EXECUTE 
WARRANTS, AND PRESERVE THE PEACE UPON LANDS 
UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY 
GRANTING THE COMMISSION. 

(9) "DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER" INCLUDES A FOREST OFFI-  
CER DESIGNATED PURSUANT TO SECTION 1503.29 OF 
THE REVISED CODE, A PRESERVE OFFICER DESIG- 
NATED PURSUANT TO SECTION 1517.10 OF THE REVISED 
CODE, A GAME PROTECTOR DESIGNATED PURSUANT TO 
SECTION 1531.13 OF THE REVISED CODE, A PARK OFFI-  ' 
CER DESIGNATED PURSUANT TO SECTION 1541.10 OF 
THE REVISED CODE, OR A STATE WATERCRAFT OFFI-  
CER DESIGNATED PURSUANT TO SECTION 1547.521 O F  
THE REVISED CODE. 

(B) A spouse of a deceased member shall receive a death  
benefit each month equal t o  t h e  full monthly salary received by 
t h e  deceased member prior t o  t he  member's death,  minus an 
amount equal to  the  benefit received under  section 145.45, 
742.37, o r  5505.17 of the. Revised Code OR THE BENEFIT  
RECEIVED FROM A RETIREMENT SYSTEM OPERATED 
BY A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, and shall  also receive any  
increases in salary which would have been granted to  the  
deceased, provided the  spouse was  married to t h e  deceased 
member while t he  deceased member was  in t h e  active service of 
a fire o r  police department and the  deceased member was a fire- 
man o r  policeman killed in t he  line of duty o r  who died of injur- 
ies sustained in t he  line of duty. The spouse of such a deceased 
member shall receive this benefit dur ing t he  spouse's natural  
life, until such t ime a s  either t h e  deceased member would have 
been eligible, if the  member had lived, for t he  retirement pen- 
sion provided under  section 145.33, division (C)(l) of section 
742.37,' or division (A)(l) of section 5505.17 of t h e  Revised Code 
OR PROVIDED BY A RETIREMENT SYSTEM OPERATED 
BY A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, or  the  spouse remarries. 
In  e i ther  case, t h e  benefit provided under  th is  division shall ter -  
minate. 

(C) If a member dies in t h e  line of duty a s  a fireman or 
policeman or from injuries sustained in t h e  line of du ty  a s  a fire- 
man or  policeman including hear t  a t tacks  or other  fatal  injuries 
o r  illnesses caused while in t he  line of duty, and  is  survived only 
by a child or children, then t h e  child or children shall receive a 

benefit each month equal to  t he  full monthly salary  received by 
t he  deceased member prior to  t he  member's death  minus an  
amount equal t o  t he  benefit o r  benefits received under  section 
145.45, 742.37, o r  5505.17 of t he  Revised Code OR THE BENE-  
F I T  OR BENEFITS RECEIVED FROM A RETIREMENT 
SYSTEM OPERATED BY A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, 
and shall  also receive any increases in salary which would have 
been granted t o  t he  deceased. If there  is  more than  one surviv- 
ing child, then  t he  benefit shall be divided equally among these 
children. When t he  child reaches t h e  age of eighteen, the  bene- 
fit. shall terminate,  unless such child, because of physical o r  
mental  disability, is unable t o  support  himself, then until such 
disability is  removed. Benefits under  th is  division, however, 
shall continue t o  be paid to  a n  unmarried child under  age 
twenty-two who is a s tudent  in and a t tending a n  institution of , 
learning or training pursuant  t o  a program designed to  com- 
plete in each school year  t h e  equivalent of at least two-thirds of 
t h e  full-time curriculum requirements of such institution, a s  
determined by t he  pension board. 

(D) If a member dies in t h e  line of duty as  a fireman or I 

policeman or from injuries sustained in t h e  line of duty a s  a fire- , 
man or policeman, and is survived by both a spouse and a child 
o r  children, then  t he  monthly benefit provided shall  be a s  fol- 
lows: 

(1) If the re  is  a surviving spouse and one surviving child, 
then  t he  spouse receives a n  amount equal to  one-half of the  full 
monthly salary received by t h e  deceased member prior to  t he  
member's death,  plus any increases in t h e  sa lary  which would 

' 
have been granted t o  t he  deceased, minus a n  amount  equal t o  
t h e  benefit received under  section 145.45, 742.37, o r  5505.17 of 
t h e  Revised Code OR THE BENEFIT RECEIVED FROM A 
RETIREMENT SYSTEM OPERATED BY A MUNICIPAL 
CORPORATION, and t h e  child receives a n  amount equal  to  one- 
half of t h e  full monthly salary received by the  deceased member 
prior to  t h e  member's death,  plus any increases in salary which 
would have been granted to the  deceased, minus a n  amount 
equal t o  t he  benefit received under  section 145.45, 742.37, or 
5505.17 of t he  Revised Code OR THE BENEFIT RECEIVED 1 
FROM A RETIREMENT SYSTEM OPERATED BY A MUNIC- ' 
IPAL CORPORATION; 

(2) If the re  is a surviving spouse and more than  one  child, 
then  t h e  spouse receives an  amount equal t o  one-third of t he  1 
full monthly salary received by the  deceased member prior to 
t h e  member's death  plus any  increases in salary which would ' 
have been granted to  t he  deceased, minus a n  amount equal to  
t he  benefit -received under  section 145.45, 742.37, or 5505.17 of 

\ 



t h e  Revised Code OR T H E  B E N E F I T  RECEIVED FROM A 
RETIREMENT SYSTEM OPERATED BY A MUNICIPAL 
CORPORTION, and  t h e  children receive a benefit, which is  
equally divided among them,  equal  to two-thirds of t h e  full 
monthly salary received by t h e  deceased member prior to t h e  
member's death ,  plus any increases in sa lary  which would have ' 

been granted to  t h e  deceased, minus a n  amount  equal  t o  t h e  1 

benefits received under  section 145.45, 742.37, or  5505.17 of t h e  1 
Revised Code OR T H E  B E N E F I T S  RECEIVED FROM A 
RETIREMENT SYSTEM OPERATED BY A MUNICIPAL 
CORPORATION. 

(E) Acceptance of a n y  death  benefit under  th i s  section I 
does not prohibit a spouse o r  child from receiving o the r  benefits 1 
provided under t h e  police and  firemen's disability a n d  pension I 

fund, t h e  s t a t e  highway patrol  ret irement system, t h e  public 1 
employees ret irement system, OR A RETIREMENT SYSTEM 
OPERATED BY A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION. 

(F) No person shall receive a benefit under  th i s  section if I 
e-itihm ANY of t h e  following e e e m +  OCCUR: 

(1) The person fails t o  exercise t h e  r ight  to  a monthly sur-  
vivor benefit under  division (A) o r  (B) of section 145.45, division I 
(D) o r  (E) of section 742.37, o r  division (A)(3), (4), (5), (6) ,  or  (7) of I 
section 5505.17 of t h e  Revised Code, OR A MONTHLY SUR- 
VIVOR B E N E F I T  FROM A RETIREMENT SYSTEM OPER- 
ATED BY A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION; I 

(2) The member's accumulated contributions under  Chap- ' 
t e r  145., 742., o r  5505. of t h e  Revised Code a r e  refunded, unless , 
t h e  member had been a member  of t h e  public employees ret ire-  
men t  system and had &wed FEWER t h a n  eighteen months  of 
total  service credit a t  t h e  t ime of death;  

(3) IN  T H E  CASE O F  A FULL-TIME PARK DISTRICT 
RANGER OR PATROLMAN, A FULL-TIME LAW ENFORCE- 
MENT OFFICER O F  T H E  DEPARTMENT O F  NATURAL 
RESOURCES, A FULL-TIME LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI-  
CER OF PARKS, WATERWAY LANDS, OR RESERVOIR 
LANDS UNDER T H E  CONTROL O F  A MUNICIPAL CORPO- 
RATION, A FULL-TIME LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 
OF A CONSERVANCY DISTRICT, A CORRECTION OFFICER 1 
AT AN INSTITUTION UNDER T H E  CONTROL O F  A 
COUNTY, GROUP O F  COUNTIES, OR MUNICIPAL CORPO- 
RATION, OR A MEMBER O F  A RETIREMENT SYSTEM I 
OPERATED BY A MUNICIPAL CCRPORATION WHO AT 
T H E  TIME O F  HIS DEATH WAS A FULL-TIME LAW ~ 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER O F  PARKS, WATERWAY 
LANDS, OR RESERVOIR LANDS UNDER T H E  CONTROL 
O F  THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, T H E  MEMBER DIED 
PRIOR TO T H E  EFFECTIVE DATE O F  T H I S  SECTION. 


