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Sec. 742.63. The board of trustees of the police and fire- |
men’s disability and pension fund shall adopt rules for the man-
agement of the firemen and policemen’s death benefit fund and

for disbursements of benefits as set forth in this section.
(A) As used in this section:

(1) “Member” means a member of the police and firemen’s .

disability and pension fund or the state highway patrol retire-
ment system, or a member of the public employees retirement
svstem who at the time of his death was a county sheriff or dep- -
uty sheriff, a full-time regular police officer or fireman in a
municipal corporation or township, a full-time park district

ranger or patrolman, a full-time law enforcement officer of the ‘;

department of natural resources, a full-time law enforcement .
officer of parks, waterway lands, or reservoir lands under the
control of a municipal corporation, a full-time law enforcement

|

officer of a conservancy district, a correction officer at an insti-

tution under the control of a county, group of counties, munici-
pal corporation, or the department of rehabilitation and correc-
tion. a state university law enforcement officer, or a member of

a retirement system operated by a municipal corporation who at |

the time of his death was a full-time law enforcement officer of
parks, waterway lands, or reservoir lands under the control of

the municipal corporation.
(2) “Fire or police department” includes the state highway

patrol, a county sheriff’s office, the security force of an institu- '

tion under the control of the department of rehabilitation and
correction, the security force of a jail or workhouse under the
control of a county, group of counties, or municipal corporation,
the security force of a metropolitan, county, or township park
district, the security force of lands under the control of the
department of natural resources, the security force of parks, |

!

waterway lands, or reservoir lands under the control of a munic- |

ipal corporation, the security force of a conservancy district, the
fire or police department of a township or municipal corpora-
tion, and the police force of a state university.

(3) “Fireman or policeman” includes a state highway
patrolman, a county sheriff or deputy sheriff, a correction offi-
cer at an institution under the control of a county, group of

counties, municipal corporation, or the department of rehabili-

tation and correction, a fireman or policeman employed by a
township or municipal corporation fire or police department, a

full-time park district ranger or patrolman, a full-time law

enforcement officer of the department of natural resources, a

full-time law enforcement officer of parks, waterway lands, or |
reservoir lands under the control of a municipal corporation, a
full-time law enforcement officer of a conservancy district, and
a state university law enforcement officer.

(4) “Correction officer” includes, in addition to any correc-
tion officer, any correction corporal, sergeant, lieutenant, or
captain, and the equivalents of all such persons.

(5) *“A park district ranger or patrolman” means a peace
officer commissioned to make arrests, execute warrants, and
preserve the peace upon lands under the control of a board of
park commissioners of a metropolitan, county, or township park
district.

(6) ‘‘Metropolitan, county, or township park district”
means a park district created under the authority of Chapter
511. or 1545. of the Revised Code.

7) “Conservancy district” means a conservancy district
Eredated under the authority of Chapter 6101. of the Revised
ode.

(8) “Law enforcement officer” means an officer commis-
sioned to make arrests, execute warrants, and preserve the
peace upon lands under the control of the governmental entity
granting the commission.

(9) “Department of natural resources law enforcement
officer” includes a forest officer designated pursuant to section
1503.29 of the Revised Code, a preserve officer designated pur-
suant to section 1517.10 of the Revised Code, a game protector
designated pursuant to section 1531.13 of the Revised Code, a
park officer designated pursuant to section 1541.10 of the |.
Revised Code, or a state watercraft officer designated pursuant
to section 1547.521 of the Revised Code.

(10) “RETIREMENT ELIGIBILITY DATE” MEANS
THE LAST DAY OF THE MONTH IN WHICH A DECEASED
MEMBER WOULD HAVE FIRST BECOME ELIGIBLE, HAD
HE LIVED, FOR THE RETIREMENT PENSION PROVIDED
UNDER SECTION 145.33, DIVISION (CX1) OF SECTION
742.37, OR DIVISION (AX1) OF SECTION 5505.17 OF THE
REVISED CODE OR PROVIDED BY A RETIREMENT SYS-
TEM OPERATED BY A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION.

(B) A spouse of a deceased member shall receive a death
benefit each month equal to the full monthly salary received by

the deceased member prior to the member’s death, minus an
amount equal to the benefit received under section 145.45, |

742.37, 742.3714, or 5505.17 of the Revised Code or the benefit
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received from a retirement system operated by a municipal cor-

poration, and shall also receive any increases i'n salary which;
would have been granted to the deceased, provided the spouse
was married to the deceased member while the deceased mem-:

ber was in the active service of a fire or police department and
the deceased member was a fireman or policeman killed in the
line of duty or who died of injuries sustained in the line of
duty. The spouse of such a deceased member shall receive this

benefit during the spouse’s natural life, until sweh—time—as
either THE EARLIER OF the deceased ﬁn,eMbeHeu-ld—ha-ve

- - .] . i I .]
RETIREMENT ELIGIBILITY DATE OR THE SPOUSE’S

REMARRIAGE, ON WHICH DATE the benefit provided under

this division shall terminate. .

(CX1) If a member dies in the line of duty as a fireman or
policeman or from injuries sustained in the line of duty as a fire-

man or policeman including heart attacks or other fata} injuries
or illnesses caused while in the line of duty, and is survived only

by a child or children, then the child or children shall repeive a.
benefit each month equal to the full monthly salary rechved by -
the deceased member prior to the member’s death minus an

amount equal to the benefit or benefits received under section
145.45, 742.37, 742.3714, or 5505.17 of the Revised Code or the

benefit or benefits received from a retirement system operated -

by a municipal corporation, and shall also receive any increases
in salary which would have been granted to the deceased. If
there is more than one surviving child, then the benefit shall be
divided equally among these children. When the child reaches
the age of eighteen, the benefit shall terminate, unless such
child, because of physical or mental disability, is unable to sup-
port himself, then until such disability is removed. Benefits
under this division, however, shall continue to be paid to an

unmarried child under age twenty-two who is a student in and
attending an institution of learning or training pursuant t.o a
program designed to complete in each school year the equiva- |
lent of at least two-thirds of the full-time curriculum require-

ments of such institution, as determined by the pension board.
(2) NOTWITHSTANDING DIVISION (C)1) OF THIS SEC-
TION, ALL DEATH BENEFITS PAID UNDER THIS DIVI-

. MEMBER'S |

SION SHALL TERMINATE ON THE DECEASED MEMBER'S °
RETIREMENT ELIGIBILITY DATE.
(D) If a member dies in the line of duty as a fireman or

. policeman or from injuries sustained in the line of duty as a fire-

man or policeman, and is survived by both a spouse and a ¢hild |
or children, then the monthly benefit provided shall be as fol-
lows:

(1) If there is a surviving spouse and one surviving child,
then the spouse receives an amount equal to one-half of the full |
monthly salary received by the deceased member prior to the .
member’s death, plus any increases in the salary which would '
have been granted to the deceased, minus an amount equal to
the benefit received under section 145.45, 742.37, 742.3714, or
5505.17 of the Revised Code or the benefit received from a
retirement system operated by a municipal corporation, and the
child receives an amount equal to one-half of the full monthly
salary received by the deceased member prior to the member’s
death, plus any increases in salary which would have been
granted to the deceased. minus an amount equal to the benefit .
received under section 145.45, 742.37, 742.3714, or 5505.17 of the
Revised Code or the benefit received from a retirement system
operated by a municipal corporation;

(2) If there is a surviving spouse and more than one child,
then the spouse receives an amount equal to one-third of the
full monthly salary received by the deceased member prior to
the member’s death, plus any increases in salary which would ,,
have been granted to the deceased, minus an amount equal to
the benefit received under section 145.45, 742.37, 742.3714, or |
5505.17 of the Revised Code or the benefit received from a |
retirement system operated by a municipal corporation, and the |
children receive a benefit. which is equally divided among them, |
equal to two-thirds of the full monthly salary received by the |
deceased member prior to the member’s death, plus any ‘
Increases in salary which would have been granted to the
deceased, minus an amount equal to the benefits received under '
section 145.45, 742.37, 742.3714, or 5505.17 of the Revised Code or 1
the benefits received from a retirement system operated by a
municipal corporation. . 1

(3) NOTWITHSTANDING DIVISIONS (D)(1) AND (2) OF
TH1S SECTION, DEATH BENEFITS PAID UNDER THIS
DIVISION TO A SURVIVING SPOUSE SHALL TERMINATE -
AT THE EARLIER OF THE MEMBER’S RETIREMENT ELI-
GIBILITY DATE OR THE SPOUSE'S REMARRIAGE.
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DEATH BENEFITS PAID TO A SURVIVING CHILD OR
CHILDREN SHALL TERMINATE ON THE DECEASED
MEMBER’S RETIREMENT ELIGIBILITY DATE UNLESS

EARLIER TERMINATED PURSUANT TO DIVISION (C) OF

THIS SECTION.

(E) A SURVIVING SPOUSE WHOSE BENEFITS ARE
TERMINATED IN ACCORDANCE WITH DIVISION (B) OR

(DX3) OF THIS SECTION ON THE DECEASED MEMBER'S |
RETIREMENT ELIGIBILITY DATE, OR WHO WOULD
QUALIFY FOR A BENEFIT UNDER DIVISION (B) OR (D) OF
THIS SECTION EXCEPT THAT THE DECEASED MEMBER
REACHED HIS RETIREMENT ELIGIBILITY DATE PRIOR
TO HIS DEATH, SHALL RECEIVE A MONTHLY DEATH .
BENEFIT UNDER THIS DIVISION. THE MONTHLY:
DEATH BENEFIT SHALL BE ONE-HALF OF AN AMOUNT
EQUAL TO THE MONTHLY SALARY RECEIVED BY THE |
DECEASED MEMBER PRIOR TO HIS DEATH PLUS ANY
INCREASES IN SALARY HE WOULD HAVE RECEIVED
PRIOR TO HIS RETIREMENT ELIGIBILITY DATE. THE |
BENEFIT SHALL TERMINATE ON- THE SURVIVING,
SPOUSE'S REMARRIAGE. A DEATH BENEFIT PAYABLE"-
UNDER THIS DIVISION SHALL BE REDUCED BY AN.
AMOUNT EQUAL TO ANY ALLOWANCE OR BENEFIT PAY-.
ABLE TO THE SURVIVING SPOUSE UNDER SECTION
742.3714 OF THE REVISED CODE. ‘
(F) IF A DECEASED MEMBER DID NOT HAVE A SUR-
VIVING SPOUSE OR THE SURVIVING SPOUSE 1IS;
DECEASED, A SURVIVING CHILD OR CHILDREN WHOSE
BENEFITS UNDER DIVISION (C) OR (D) OF THIS SECTION |
ARE TERMINATED PURSUANT TO DIVISION (Cx2) OR
(DX3)OF THIS SECTION, OR WHO WOULD QUALIFY FOR A’
BENEFIT UNDER DIVISION (C) OR (DY OF THIS SECTION
EXCEPT THAT THE DECEASED MEMBER REACHED HIS
RETIREMENT ELIGIBILITY DATE PRIOR TO HIS DEATH,
SHALL RECEIVE A MONTHLY DEATH BENEFIT UNDER
THIS DIVISION. THE MONTHLY DEATH BENEFIT
SHALL BE ONE-HALF OF AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE:
MONTHLY SALARY RECEIVED BY THE DECEASED MEM-.
BER PRIOR TO HIS DEATH PLUS ANY INCREASES IN
SALARY HE WOULD HAVE RECEIVED PRIOR TO HIS
RETIREMENT ELIGIBILITY DATE. IF THERE IS MORE

THAN ONE SURVIVING CHILD, THE BENEFIT SHALL BE.
DIVIDED EQUALLY AMONG THE SURVIVING CHILD.
REN. WHEN A CHILD REACHES THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN|
THE PORTION OF THE BENEFIT PAYABLE TO THAT
CHILD SHALL TERMINATE, UNLESS: |

(1) SUCH CHILD, BECAUSE OF A PHYSICAL OR MEN. |
TAL DISABILITY, IS UNABLE TO SUPPORT HIMSELF IN
WHICH CASE THE BENEFIT SHALL CONTINUE UNTIL

SUCH DISABILITY IS REMOVED.
(2) SUCH CHILD IS AN UNMARRIED CHILD UNDER'

AGE TWENTY-TWO AND A STUDENT IN AND ATTENDING
AN INSTITUTION OF LEARNING OR TRAINING PURSU-
ANT TO A PROGRAM DESIGNED TO COMPLETE IN EACH
SCHOOL YEAR THE EQUIVALENT OF AT LEAST TWO-
THIRDS OF THE FULL-TIME CURRICULUM REQUIRE-
MENTS OF SUCH INSTITUTION, AS DETERMINED BY
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE FUND.

A DEATH BENEFIT. OR PORTION OF A DEATH BENE-
FIT, PAYABLE TO A SURVIVING CHILD UNDER THIS
DIVISION SHALL BE REDUCED BY AN AMOUNT EQUAL
TO ANY ALLOWANCE OR BENEFIT PAYABLE TO THAT
CHILD UNDER SECTION 742.3714 OF THE REVISED CODE,
BUT SUCH REDUCTION IN THAT CHILD'S BENEFIT
SHALL NOT AFFECT THE AMOUNT PAYABLE TO ANY
OTHER SURVIVING CHILD ENTITLED TO A PORTION OF
THE DEATH BENEFIT.

(G) THE TERMINATION.OR REDUCTION IN AMOUNT
OF, ANY SURVIVOR’S PORTION OF A DEATH BENEFIT
THAT HAS BEEN DIVIDED AMONG TWO OR MORE SUR-
VIVORS PURSUANT TO DIVISION (C), (D), OR (F) OF THIS
SECTION SHALL NOT AFFECT THE AMOUNT PAYABLE
TO THE OTHER SURVIVORS ENTITLED TO A PORTION OF
THE DEATH BENEFIT.

(H) Acceptance of any death benefit under this section
does not prohibit a spouse or child from receiving other benefits
provided under the police and firemen’s disability and pension|
fund, the state highway patrol retirement system, the public|
employees retirement system, or a retirement system operated |
by a municipal corporation.

a2 (I) No person shall receive a benefit under this section!
if any of the following occur:
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(1) The person fails to exercise the right to a monthly sur-
vivor benefit under division (A) or (B) of section 145.45, division
(D) or (E) of section 742.37, or division (A)}@3) or (4) of section
5505.17 of the Revised Code, e TO a monthly survivor benefit
from a retriement RETIREMENT system operated by a munici-
pal corporation; OR TO A RETIREMENT ALLOWANCE
UNDER SECTION 7423714 OF THE REVISED CODE;

(2) The member’s accumulated contributions under Chap-
ter 145, 742, or 5505. of the Revised Code are refunded, unless
the member had been a member of the public employees retire-
ment system and had fewer than eighteen months of total ser-
vice credit at the time of death;

(3) In the case of a full-time park district ranger or patrol-
man, a full-time law enforcement officer of the department of,
natural resources, a full-time law enforcement officer of parks, |
waterway lands, or reservoir lands under the control of a munie- ‘
ipal corporation, a fuil-time law enforcement officer of a conser-
vancy district, a correction officer at an institution under the
control of a county, group of counties, or municipal corporation, !
or a member of a retirement system operated by a municipal '
corporation who at the time of his death was a full-time law

" enforcement officer of parks, waterway lands, or reservoir lands '
under the control of the municipal corporation, the member died
prior to April 9, 1981.

SECTION 4. A surviving spouse who has not remarried and
who would be eligible for a death benefit under division (E) of
section 742.63 of the Revised Code, as amended by this act, if .
"this act had been in effect on the deceased member’s retirement
eligibility date shall receive the death benefit provided by such '
division, effective on the first day of the first month following
the effective date of this act. :

A surviving child or children who would be eligible for a
death benefit under division (F) of section 742.63 of the Revised
Code, as amended by this act, if this act had been in effect on
the deceased member’s retirement eligibility date shall receive
the death benefit provided by such division (F), effective on the
first day of the first month following the effective date of this
act.

EFFECTIVE
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