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Sec. 742.63. The board of trustees of the police and firemen's disabil- 

ity and pension fund shall adopt rules for the management of the firemen 
and policemen's death benefit fund and for disbursements of benefits as set 
forth in this section. 

(A) As used in this section: 
(1) "Member" means a member of the police and firemen's disability 

and pension fund or the state highway patrol retirement system, or a 
member of the public employees retirement system who a t  the time of the 
member's death was a county sheriff or deputy sheriff, a full-time regular 
police officer in a municipal corporation or township, a full-time regular 
&emem FIREFIGHTER employed by the state, an instrumentality of 

the state, a municipal corporation, a township, a joint f i e  district, or 
another political subdivision, a full-time park district ranger or patrol 
trooper, a full-time law enforcement officer of the department of natural 
resources, a full-time liquor control investigator of the department of 
public safety, a full-time law enforcement officer of parks, waterway lands, 
or reservoir lands under the control of a municipal corporation, a full-time 
law enforcement officer of a conservancy district, a correction officer a t  an 
institution under the control of a county, a group of counties, a municipal 
corporation, or the department of rehabilitation and correction, a state 
university law enforcement officer, or a member of a retirement system 
operated by a municipal corporation who a t  the time of death was a 
full-time law enforcement officer of parks, waterway lands, or reservoir 
lands under the control of the municipal corporation. 

(2) Notwithstanding section 742.01 of the Revised Code, "lire or , 
police department" includes afire department of the state or an instnunen- ' 

tality of the state or of a municipal corporation, township, joint fire dis- 
trict, or other political subdivision, the state highway patrol, a county 
sheriffs office, the security force of an institution under the control of the 
department of rehabilitation and correction, the security force of a jail or 
workhouse under the control of a county, group of counties, or municipal 
corporation, the security force of a metropolitan, county, or township park 
district, the security force of lands under the control of the department of 
natural resources, the security force of liquor control investigators of the 
department of public safety, the security force of parks, waterway lands, 
or reservoir lands under the control of a municipal corporation, the secu- 
rity force of a conservancy district, the police department of a township or 
municipal corporation, and the police force of a state university. 

(3) "Fh.errtaff FIREFIGHTER or pek-emm POLICE OFFICER" 
includes a state highway patrol trooper, a county sheriff or deputy sheriff, 
a correction officer at  an institution under the control of a county, a group 
of counties, a municipal corporation, or the department of rehabilitation 
and correction, a p e h e m e ~  POLICE OFFICER employed by a township 
or municipal corporation, a ~~XYMFI FIREFIGHTER employed by the 
state, an instrumentality of the state, a municipal corporation, a township, 
a joint lire district, or  another political subdivision, a full-time park district 

ranger or pebdmm PATROL TROOPER, a full-time law enforcement 
officer of the department of natural resources, a full-time liquor control 
investigator. of the department of public safety, a full-time law enforce- 
ment officer of parks, waterway lands, or reservoir lands under the control 
of a municipal corporation, a full-time law enforcement officer of a conser- 
vancy district, and a state university law enforcement officer. 
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(4) "Correction officer" includes, in addition to any correction officer, 

any correction corporal, sergeant, lieutenant, or  captain, and the equiv- 
alents of all such persons. 

(5) "A park district ranger or p e h h ~  PATROL TROOPER" 
means a peace officer commissioned to make arrests, execute warrants, 
and preserve the peace upon lands under the control of a board of park 
commissioners of a metropolitan, county, or  township park district. 

(6) "Metropolitan, county, or township park district" means a park 
district created under the authority of Chapter 511. or 1545. of the Revised 
Code. 

(7) "Conservancy district" means a conservancy district created un- 
der  the authority of Chapter6101. of the Revised Code. 

(8) "Law enforcement officer" means an officer commissioned to make 
arrests, execute warrants, and preserve the peace upon lands under the 
control of the governmental entity granting the commission. 

(9) "Department of natural resources law enforcement officer" in- 
cludes a forest officer designated pursuant to section 1503.29 of the Re- 
vised Code, a preserve officer designated pursuant to section 1517.10 of 
the Revised Code, a wildlife officer designated pursuant to section 1531.13 
of the Revised Code, a park officer designated pursuant to section 1541.10 
of the Revised Code, and a state watercraft officer designated pursuant t o  
section 1547.521 of the Revised Code. 

(10) "Retirement eligibility date" means the last day of .the month in 
which a deceased member would have first become eligible, had the mem- 
ber lived, for the retirement pension provided under section 145.33, di- 
vision (C)(l) of section 742.37, or  division (A)(l) of section 5505.17 of the 
Revised Code or provided by a retirement system operated by a municipal 
corporation. 

(11) "DEATH BENEFIT AMOUNT MEANS AN AMOUNT 
EQUAL TO THE FULL MONTHLY SALARY RECEIVED BY A 
DECEASED MEMBER PRIOR TO DEATH, MINUS AN AMOUNT 
EQUAL TO THE BENEFIT RECEIVED UNDER SECTION 145.45, 
742.37, 742.3714, OR 5505.17 OF THE REVISED CODE OR THE 
BENEFIT RECEIVED FROM A RETIREMENT SYSTEM OPER- 
ATED BY A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION. P L U S  ANY IN-  
CREASES IN SALARY THAT WOULD HAVE'BEEN-GRANTED 
THE DECEASED MEMBER. 

(12) 'KILLED I N  THE LINE OF DUTY" MEANS EITHER O F  
THE FOLLOWING: 

(a) DEATH IN THE LINE OF DUTY; 
(b) DEATH FROM INJURY SUSTAINED IN THE LINE O F  

DUTY, INCLUDING HEART ATTACK OR OTHER FATAL INJURY 
OR ILLNESS CAUSED WHILE IN THE LINE OF DUTY. 



(B) A spouse of a d d  member shall receive a death benefit each 
month equal to the full me&dy ealctqL P?&w~ f & d e e r i d  d 
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spouse's natural life until the earlier of the deceased member's retirement 

eligibility date or the spouse's remarriage, on which date the benefit 
provided under this division shall terminate. 
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(2) I F  THE DEATH BENEFIT PAID UNDER THIS DIVISION 
IS DIVIDED AMONG TWO OR MORE SURVIVING CHILDREN 
AND ANY OF THE CHILDREN BECOME INELIGIBLE TO CON- 
TINUE RECEIVING A PORTION OF THE BENEFIT AS PRO- 
VIDED IN DIVISION (H) OF THIS SECTION, THE FULL DEATH 
BENEFIT AMOUNT SHALL BE PAID TO THE REMAINING ELI- 
GIBLE CHILD OR DIVIDED AMONG THE ELIGIBLE CHILDREN 
SO THAT THE BENEFIT PAID TO THE REMAINING ELIGIBLE 
CHILD OR CHILDREN EQUALS THE FULL DEATH BENEFIT 
AMOUNT. 

(3) Notwithstanding Biui4ieft DIVISIONS (C)(l) AND (2) of this 
section, all death benefits paid under this division shall terminate on the 
deceased member's retirement eligibility date. 

(D) If a member d i e  KILLED in the line of duty as a BteweR 
FIREFIGHTER o r ~ e t h ~ ~ ~ 4 h - e h e e Z ~  
ee a 4hmm er 4 POLICE OFFICER is survived by both a 
spouse and a child or children, UteR the monthly benefit provided shall be 
as follows: 

(l)(a) If there is a surviving spouse and one surviving child, h the 
spouse ieeeives SHALL RECEIVE an amount EACH MONTH equal to 
one-haifofthe f u l l ~ e t h y i e e e i v e e B y & ~ ~ ~  
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BENEFIT AMOUNT. 

(b) I F  THE SURVIVING SPOUSE BECOMES INELIGIBLE TO 
CONTINUE RECEIVING A DEATH BENEFIT DUE TO REMAR- 
RIAGE OR DEATH, OR THE CHILD BECOMES INELIGIBLE AS 
PROVIDED IN DIVISION (HI OF THIS SECTION, THE SURVIV- 
ING SPOUSE OR CHILD REMAINING ELIGIBLE SHALL RE- 
CEIVE THE FULL DEATH BENEFIT AMOUNT. 

(2)(a) If there is a surviving spouse and more than one child, k the 
spouse + v e e k e  SHALL RECEIVE an amount EACH MONTH equal to 
one-third of the f u l l ~ ~ i e e e i w $ ~ * ~ ~ p & ~  
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DEATH BENEFIT AMOUNT and the children SHALL 
receive a berefit AN AMOUNT, wkiek ia equally divided among them, 
equal to two-thirds of the full meeWy edey  ieeeiw$ Bjr (ke -'-------I 
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(b) I F  A SPOUSE AND MORE THAN ONE CHILD EACH ARE 
RECEIVING A DEATH BENEFIT UNDER DIVISION (D)(2Xa) OF 
THIS SECTION AND THE SPOUSE BECOMES INELIGIBLE TO 
RECEIVE A BENEFIT DUE TO REMARRIAGE OR DEATH, THE 
CHILDREN SHALL RECEIVE AN AMOUNT EACH MONTH, 
EQUALLY DIVIDED AMONG THEM, EQUAL TO THE FULL 
DEATH BENEFIT AMOUNT. 
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(c) I F  A SPOUSE AND MORE THAN ONE CHILD EACH ARE 
RECEIVING A BENEFIT UNDER DIVISION (D)(2)(a) OF THIS 
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SECTION AND ANY OFTHE CHILDREN BECOMES INELIGIBLE 
TO RECEIVE A BENEFIT AS PROVIDED IN DIVISION (H) OF 
THIS SECTION, T H E  SPOUSE AND REMAINING ELIGIBLE 
CHILD OR CHILDREN SHALL RECEIVE A DEATH BENEFIT AS 
FOLLOWS: 

(i) I F  THERE ARE TWO OR MORE REMAINING ELIGIBLE 
CHILDREN, THE SPOUSE SHALL RECEIVE AN AMOUNT EACH 
MONTH EQUALTO ONE-THIRD OF THE FULL DEATH BENEFIT 
AMOUNT AND THE CHILDREN SHALL RECEIVE AN AMOUNT 
EACH MONTH, EQUALLY DIVIDED AMONG THEM, EQUAL TO 
TWO-THIRDSOFTHE FULL DEATH BENEFIT AMOUNT; 

(ii) I F  THERE IS ONE REMAINING ELIGIBLE CHILD, THE 
SPOUSE SHALL RECEIVE AN M O U N T  EACH MONTH EQUAL 
TO ONE-HALF OF THE FULL DEATH BENEFIT AMOUNT, AND 
THE CHILD SHALL RECEIVE AN AMOUNT EACH MONTH 
EQUAL TO ONE-HALF O F  T H E  F U L L  DEATH B E N E F I T  
AMOUNT. 

(d) I F  A SPOUSE AND MORE THAN ONE CHILD EACH ARE 
RECEIVING A BENEFIT UNDER DIVISION (D)(Z)(a) OF THIS 
SECTION AND ALL OF THE CHILDREN BECOME INELIGIBLE 
TO RECEIVE A BENEFIT AS PROVIDED IN DIVISION (HI OF 
THIS SECTION, THE SPOUSE SHALL RECEIVE T H E  FULL 
DEATH BENEFIT AMOUNT. 

(3) Notwithstanding divisions (D)(l) and (2) of this section, death 
benefits paid under this division t o  a surviving spouse shall terminate & 
ON the earlier of the member's retirement eligibility date or the spouse's 
remarriage. Death benefits paid to a surviving child or children shall 
terminate on the deceased member's retirement eligibility date unless 
earlier terminated pursuant to division- (H) of thissection. 

(E) If a member or after January 1,1980, IS  KILLED in the 
line of duty as a &emm FIREFIGHTER or pekemm er eeRl & j t q  
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POLICE OFFICER and is survived by only a parent or parents depen- 
dent upon kiRt THE MEMBER for support, h the parent or parents 
shall receiveahetA+ AN AMOUNT each month equal to the fullfm&My 
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gm&ed Beeett4e$ DEATH BENEFIT AMOUNT. If there is more 
than one surviving parent dependent upon the deceased member for 
support, ekeft the DEATH benefit AMOUNT shall be divided equally 
among the surviving parents. ON THE DEATH OF ONE OF THE 
SURVIVING PARENTS, THE FULL DEATH BENEFIT AMOUNT 
SHALL BE PAID TO THE OTHER PARENT. 

(F) A surviving spouse whose benefits are terminated in accordance 
with division (B) or (D)(3) of this section on the deceased membeis retire- 
ment eligibiIity date, or who would qualify for a benefit under division (B) 
or (D) of this section except that the deceased member reached the mem- 
ber's retirement eligibility date prior to  the member's death, shall receive 
a monthly death benefit under this division. The monthly death benefit 
shall be one-half of an amount equal to  the monthly salary received by the 
deceased member prior to the member's death, plus any SALARY in- 
creases kt * the DECEASED member would have received prior to 
the member's retirement eligibility date. The benefit shall terminate on 
the surviving spouse's remarriage OR DEATH. A death benefit payable 
under this division shall be reduced by an amount equal to any allowance or 

benefit payable to the surviving spouse under section 742.3714 of the 
Revised Code. 

(GHl) If e Beeeeeeel m e m k ~  did THERE IS  not kave a surviving 
spouse ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE A DEATH BENEFIT UNDER DI- 
VISION (F) OF THIS SECTION or the surviving spouse ie dexmed 
RECEIVING A DEATH BENEFIT UNDER THAT DIVISION BE- 
COMES INELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE THE BENEFIT DUE TO RE- 
MARRIAGE OR DEATH, a surviving child or children whose benefits 
under division (C) or (D) of this section are OR HAVE BEEN terminated 
pursuant to division ( C W  (3) or (D)(3) of this section or who would qualify 
for a benefit under division (C) or (D) of this section except that the 
deceased member reached the membeh  retirement eligibility date prior 
to the member's death shall receive a monthly death benefit under this 
division. The monthly death benefit shall be one-half of an amount equal to  
the monthly salary received by the deceased member prior to the mem- 
ber's death, plus any SALARY increases h9 d w y  the member would 
have received prior to the member's retirement eligibility date. If there is 
more than one surviving child, the benefit shall be divided equally among 
the surviving children. Wken a d61tl rnrrkee ike a( e i g h t e ~  (ke 
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(2) I F  TWO OR MORE SURVIVING CHILDREN EACH ARE 
RECEIVING A BENEFIT UNDER THIS DIVISION AND ANY OF 
THOSE CHILDREN BECOMES INELIGIBLE TO CONTINUE RE- 
CEIVING A BENEFIT AS PROVIDED IN DIVISION (H) OF THIS 
SECTION, THE REMAINING ELIGIBLE CHILD OR CHILDREN 
SHALL RECEIVE AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO ONE-HALF OF THE 
MONTHLY SALARY RECEIVED BY THE DECEASED MEMBER 
PRIOR TO DEATH, PLUS ANY SALARY INCREASES THE DE- 



CEASED MEMBER WOULD HAVE RECEIVED PRIOR TO THE 
RETIREMENT ELIGIBILITY DATE. I F  THERE I S  MORE THAN 
ONE REMAINING ELIGIBLE CHILD, THE BENEFIT SHALL BE 
DIVIDED EQUALLY AMONGTHE ELIGIBLE CHILDREN. 

(3) A death benefit, or portion of a death benefit, payable to a 
surviving child under this division shall be reduced by an amount equal to 
any allowance or benefit payable to that child under section 742.3714 of the 
Revised Code, but the reduction in that child's benefit shall not affect the 
amount payable to any other surviving child entitled to a portion of the 
death benefit. 

(H) Tke 4+9&&k+ ,*- - k t i m W & e & ~ t f t ~ ~  F 
~ e Z % d e & ? ~ ~ k c t s B e e f t ~ ~ ~ e r ~ ~  
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k&k A DEATH BENEFIT PAID TO A SURVIVING CHILD UN- 
DER DIVISION (C), (D), OR (G) OF THIS SECTION SHALL TERMI- 
'NATE ON THE DEATH OF THE CHILD OR, UNLESS ONE OF THE 
FOLLOWING I S  THE CASE. WHEN THE CHILD REACHES AGE 
EIGHTEEN: 

(I) THE CHILD, BECAUSE OF PHYSICAL OR MENTAL D I S  
ABILITY, IS  UNABLE TO PROVIDE THE CHILD'S OWN SUP- 
PORT, IN WHICH CASE THE DEATH BENEFIT SHALL TERMI- 
NATE WHENTHE DISABILITY IS  REMOVED; 

(2) THE CHILD IS UNMARRIED, UNDER AGE m N T Y -  
TWO, AND A STUDENT IN AND ATTENDING AN INSTITUTION 
OF LEARNING OR TRAINING PURSUANT TO A PROGRAM DE- 
SIGNED TO COMPLETE IN EACH SCHOOL YEAR THE EQUIV- 
ALENT OF AT LEAST TWO-THIRDS OF THE FULL-TIME CUR- 
RICULUM REQUIREMENTS OF THE INSTITUTION, A S  DETER- 
MINEDBY THE TRUSTEES OF THE FUND. 

(I) Acceptance of any death benefit under this section does not p m  
hibit a spouse or child h m  receiving other benefits provided under the 
police and firemen's disability and pension fund, the state highway patrol 
retirement system, the public employees retirement system, or a retire- 
ment system operated by a municipal corpotation. 

(J) No person shall receive a benefit under this section if any of the 
following occur. 

(1) The person fails to exercise the right to a monthly su rv iv~r  benefit 
under division (A) or (B) of section 145.45, division (D), (E), or (F) of 
section 742.37, or division (A)(3), (4), or (7) of section 5505.17 of the 
Revised Code; to a monthly survivor benefit h m  a retirement system 
operated by a municipal corporation; or to a retirement allowance under 
section 742.3714 of the Revised Code. 

(2) The member's accumulated contributions under this chapter or 
Chapter 145. or 5505. of the Revised W e  are refunded unless the member 
had been a member of the public employees retirement system and had 
fewer than eighteen months of total service credit a t  the time of death. 

(3) In the case of a full-time park district ranger or pekehen 
PATROL TROOPER, a full-time law enforcement officer of the depart- 
ment of n a W  resources, a full-time law enforcement officer of parks, 
waterway lands, or reservoir lands under the control of a municipal cor- 
poration, a full-time law enfomment officer of a conservancy district, a 
correction officer a t  an institution under the control of a county, group of 
counties, or municipal corporation, or a member of a retirement system 
operated by a municipal corporation who at the time of +& THE MEM- 
BER'S death was a full-time law enforcement officer of parks, waterway 
lands, or reservoir lands under the control of the municipal corporation, 
the member died prior to April 9, 1981, in the case of a benefit under 
division (B), (C), or (D) of this section, or prior to January 1, 1980, in the 
case of a benefit under division (E) of this section. 

(4) In the case of a full-time liquor control investigator of the depart- 
ment of public safety, the member died prior to December 23,1986. 


